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Wabash celebrates student diversity
NewsBy Alex
Briefs
Mullans

Obama sparks tensions with China
The financial crisis of the past year has
seen the Chinese government become
newly aggressive in its foreign policies,
particularly in response to U.S. actions. In
addition to current issues like the valuation
of the Chinese RMB and differing views on
sanctions for Iran, two new problems have
come in the form of an arms deal with Taiwan and a scheduled Obama visit to the
Dalai Lama. Both items have raised strong
criticism from the Chinese government; for
the first time, Beijing has threatened U.S.
companies, as well as the government, for
taking part in the arms deal. When asked
about potential consequences should
Obama meet the Tibetan religious leader, a
Chinese representative said, “We will take
corresponding measures to make the relevant countries realize their mistakes.”

Journal retracts vaccines-autism study
A 1998 study published by the Lancet
medical journal was retracted this week after the United Kingdom’s General Medical
Council (the U.K.’s doctor licensing board)
concluded that the study’s methodology
was flawed, invasive, and misused public
funds. In addition, the study’s leader – Andrew Wakefield – failed to disclose a lawsuit against vaccine makers, which raised
questions of a conflict of interest. Ten of
the twelve authors had already published
an article in the Lancet in 2004 renouncing the claims made in the study. Lancet’s
retraction seems to match the current view
of many organizations like the CDC and the
NIH that vaccines do not cause autism.

Study finds abstinence sex-ed
works – kind of

A new study published in the Archives
of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine
finds that abstinence-only sex education
is more effective than alternatives at preventing sex. Hailed by some as the first
legitimate study of its kind, the study
found that 7th and 8th grade students
given a “safer sex only” program were
one-third more likely to have sex than
those given the “abstinence only” program. However, the study’s “abstinence
only” program was somewhat different
than most similar studies in that rather
than focusing on supposedly harmful effects of premarital sex, this study used
techniques found to work in programs
that reduced risky behaviors like smoking and drinking.

Tim Ekl
Photo Editor
In the 2009-2010 academic
year, the incoming freshman
class represented over 30
states and eight countries, and
was a record-high 16% nonCaucasian. So it shouldn’t be
a surprise that Rose-Hulman,
along with Indiana State University (ISU) and St. Mary-ofthe-Woods College (SMWC),
celebrates their diversity as
much as possible.
Last Saturday, SMWC
hosted a free potluck dinner
for students at the three Wabash Valley colleges, along
with their friends, families,
and other Terre Haute residents. Over 300 people attended for a night of ethnic
dishes and performances
from around the globe.
“The goal is to promote interaction between international students at the Wabash
Valley schools and people in
the community,” Randy Green,
associate director of International Student Services at ISU
and IFP member, said.
Green, together with the International Students Organization (ISO) at ISU, coordinated
the campus’ involvement in the
potluck. Twenty members of

the ISO volunteered their time
to cook, set up, and register
guests at the event, all in the
name of promoting diversity
and lasting relationships.
“We just strive to make the
campus[es] aware of how great
our international student population is and how many great
resources we have right at our
fingertips…that a lot of people
aren’t aware of,” Ashley Mack,
freshman language studies
teaching major at ISU and ISO
vice-president, said.
Though it was the first year
ISO was involved in the coordination of the potluck, the event
itself has a two-decade history
intertwined with that of the
International Friendship Program (IFP) in Terre Haute.
“[IFP] has really been successful in helping connect people from different cultures, and
as a result, I think a lot of longterm relationships have come
out of this,” Green said.
Green and Mack were both
pleased with the turnout at
the event, saying it represents
the commitment local schools
have to diversity.
“I think that it’s great that so
many people can come together all for one common effort,”
Mack said. “We hope there will
be many more afterwards.”

Blue Key speaks with
staff and faculty,
works for change

Scott Gallmeier

Co-Editor in Chief

A

s eighth week draws
to a drudging close,
students seem to find
themselves full of words for
professors. The members of
the Blue Key Honor Society
did just that the evening of
Thursday, January 28.
Blue Key Honor Society
had their annual StudentFaculty Dialogue in the Faculty Dining Room with the
intent to provide a channel of
communication between the
members of the society and
the Rose-Hulman faculty and
staff. Addressed in the evening was the concept of airport shuttles, wireless in the
Subway café, and the use of
ANGEL amongst the faculty.
“These topics are presented to
the relevant faculty and staff,
who provide feedback and can
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Above, ethnic dancers perform at the international potluck held
at St. Mary-of-the-Woods while students below enjoy the food
from around the world.

Rose student enlightens
staff, faculty, and students
on disability in life

use students proposals,” Blue
Key’s President – Sean Cody,
a senior chemical engineering
student – said.
Students on campus could
readily see the results of Thursday night’s symposium early
on Friday. Erik Hayes, Director of Residence Life, sent out
the offer to shuttle students
for a nominal fee. This was the
first response to the discussion.
“The new Director of Logan Library Rachel Crowley was very
engaged and looking for innovative ways to bring the most
benefit to the students,” Cody
went on to say.
Faculty and staff in attendance ranged a wide variety,
including professors such as
Dr. Ronald Artigue, Professor of Chemical Engineering;
faculty such as Jake Campbell,
Director of Facilities; and staff
such as Pete Gustafson, Dean
of Student Affairs.

Melissa Schwenk

Living Editor
Elaine Houston, a senior
biomedical engineering major, is a well rounded student at Rose-Hulman. She
likes practical jokes, received
the Girl Scouts Gold Award,
and makes beaded jewelry.
Houston is also part of a
small minority of students on
campus who use wheelchairs
to get around.
Wednesday
afternoon
Houston gave a talk to several members of the faculty
and staff about interacting
with people with disabilities.
While she delivered the presentation in a light-hearted
way, Houston’s message is
one that is truly important:
in the right environment, a
disability doesn’t hold a person back. And as she said, a
disability is only a mismatch

between the person and the
environment they are in.
To help reconcile the person and the environment,
Houston is working with the
President’s Office to help
identify places on campus
where accessibility is an issue. One of the main issues
is the lack of accessible bathrooms in the academic buildings, as well as round doorknobs. As she pointed out,
fixing many of these things
would benefit everyone on
campus, not just the students
with disabilities, and most
accommodations cost less
than $500.
Houston’s talk also focused
on how “Temporarily AbleBodied” people, or TAB, interact with People with Disabilities, or PWD, both with their
actions and with their words.
Continued on Page 3...
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Strt Txtn!

Movie Quote of the Week

By Andrew Klusman

By Andrew Klusman

Instructions:
Solve the puzzle by deciphering the following quote and figure out from
which movie the quote is. Each letter represents a different letter in the
alphabet.

Instructions: Convert each word from its
keypad numbers
Ex. Hint:
Puzzle:
Answer:

The Rose Thorn

Things on a sundae
6887
nuts

Hint (Solution = Crypto):
U=A Z=B B=C

25663

U IFKKIQ ANCGUO JFNI AOBQ KAIY TQ KGUK
_ ______ ______ ____ ____ ____ __ ____

37483

KGQ RHO PAHIY BATQ AHK KATANNAP.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.
GQN UYACKQY MUKGQN PUR U CAPQNMHI
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

6333537

752762

ZFIIFAOUFNQ RA F RHCCNQRRQY KGQ HNJQ
___________ __ _ __________ ___ ____

68773

36628466

KA IUHJG FO GQN MUBQ, ZHK OAP, ZL JHT, F
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, _ _ _ _ _ _, _ _ _ _ _, _

7277464688

KGFOS RGQ TUL GUWQ ZQQO AO KA RATQKGFOJ!
Find the answers to all Rose Thorn puzzles
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _!
at:
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn

Now Leasing
3 bedroom, 4 bedroom, houses, spacious
MUST SEE!
(812) 232-6977

Writers wanted
Writers wanted for student-run newspaper.
Easy hours, wide-range of topics to be covered.
No pay, but we do give staff free pizza weekly.
Inquire at thorn@rose-hulman.edu

Editorial Staff
Co-Editor in Chief
Co-Editor in Chief
News Editor
Entertainment Editor
Living Editor
Opinions Editor
Sports Editor
Humor Editor
Co-Copy Editor
Co-Copy Editor
Photo Editor

Classifieds
Now renting

Apartments for rent
Now renting for 3rd quarter, summer, and next fall, efficiencies, studios, and one bedroom units at Sharp Flats
East, a student community located one light east of
RHIT (0.5 miles). Our efficiencies and studios include
all utilities. We have furnished and unfurnished units,
free WiFi, great maintenance, pet friendly, and delicious
Rollie’s Pizza on our grounds.
Check us out at sharpflats.com, or contact us for a tour at
sharpflats@gmail.com or (812) 877-1146.

Now renting 1 & 2 & 3 bedroom apts
9 month lease available
No pets please
Gibson Apts 234-4884

Now renting for fall
Studios, 1-10 bedroom units and houses on or near
south 6th street. Check us out at sharpflats.com or
you may also contact us at sharpflats@gmail.com or
at (812) 877-1146.
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Students enjoy weekend ski trip
Kayde Smith
Guest Writer
During the previous weekend,
many of Rose’s talented students took a break from all of
their stresses and hit the snowy
hills at Perfect North Slopes.
The annual Rose ski trip began many years ago at Nashville
Alps located in Brown County
Indiana, then was moved to
Paoli Peaks. Finally, the ski
trip was moved to Perfect North
Slopes where it has been held
for the past five to six years.
RHA helps make this trip
successful and affordable by
offering tickets to students at
a bargain price,. Due to RHA’s
efforts, this year’s trip had the
largest number of skiers in the
history of this trip.
For freshman Anna Lewer,
the best part of the day was “going riding on the ski lift and
learning the best trips for wiping out,” and she felt that it was
difficult to wipe out well.
Another Rose student who attended the trip, Karina Keller,
noted how big the park must
have been because neither she
nor her boyfriend saw many
Rose students. Most of all, the
attendees enjoyed watching
each other, as well as, other patrons wipe out.

Houston, from
Page 1

She emphasized that fact that
if you wouldn’t ask it or do it to a
TAB, you probably shouldn’t ask it
or do it to a PWD. During her talk
she played a video, during which
the main character is a TAB and everyone else in the world is a PWD.
With the roles reversed, many of
the questions asked seem ridiculous. As the short film progresses,
many of the PWD call the main
character brave and ask him if he
needs help. Finally, his blind date
asks him if his kind is able to have
sex, the ultimate off limits question.
When seen through the filter of
the film, these questions do indeed
seem ridiculous, and yet they are
very common questions asked to
people with disabilities. In addition
to these patronizing phrases and
questions, Houston also discussed
several commonly used terms that
many people find offensive. Most
of these terms make the person into
just a disability, a diagnosis, or a
patient. Instead, Houston offered a
strategy of People First language, in
which the person is identified first
and then the disability.
Houston’s talk didn’t focus on
self pity. Her upbeat presentation did not attempt to make
us feel sorry for her. Instead,
Houston focused on how accommodating and integrating people
with disabilities will benefit all of
society. We all travel the same
road, just a little differently.

Karina Keller/ Guest Photographer

Students spend Saturday, January 30, at Perfect North Slopes in
Nashville Alps in Brown County. This trip is an annual event hosted
by RHA and draws out quite the crowd.

Player from legendary ‘79
basketball team to run for office
Reggie Edwards
The Indiana
Statesmen
1980 ISU graduate Bob Heaton is running for Indiana House
of Representatives in District
43, with a deep commitment to
helping Indiana residents keep
their jobs and attracting new
jobs to the area.
Heaton also played on the ISU
1979 National Championship Runner-up men’s basketball team.
Heaton said he likes running
for representative in the Terre
Haute area, where he has spent
most of his life, compared to
other areas because he has personal connections to the area.
“I was born and raised in Cory,
Indiana,” he said. “My wife grew
up in Brazil, Ind., so our family
and friends are here.”
Soon after graduating from
ISU with a Bachelor of Science in
business administration with an
emphasis on marketing, Heaton
began a career in the life insurance industry.
“After I graduated, I went with
Northwestern Mutual Life and
was there for four years,” Heaton said. “Then, I went to Forrest Sherrer, Inc. for 18-1/2 years

where I was in charge the Financial Services Department.”
Seven years ago, he left Forrest
Sherrer, Inc. to start his own agency.
“I like selling life insurance because I get to deal with individuals and families and provide needs
and services to family members in
a family setting,” Heaton said.
Heaton has many reasons for
going into politics and running
for State representative and said
it boils down to serving the public
and the people.
“I like to think of myself as a
people-person,” he said. “My philosophy is, as a small business
owner, it is important that the government provides tax incentives to
business owners so they can grow.”
Heaton also said that what
would make our country successful is that we need to put people
back to work.
“There are businesses that go to
Tennessee or other states, and we
need to attract them to Indiana,” he
said. “We need to bring unemployment down and hire Hoosiers.”
Heaton said that he has talked
to 1,500 people since Sept. and the
needs of people are jobs.
“We need to not just maintain
jobs but create jobs as well,” he said.
To do this, Heaton said he is

working with local officials and the
local Economic Development Corporation in the Wabash Valley and
working with individuals like Steve
Witt, the president of the Economic Development Corporation.
“As a state representative it is
important to work with people on
the local level and in Indianapolis,” he said. “If a certain company
comes to Indiana, we should see if
we have a facility available here.”
Heaton said if it is known ahead
of time that a company is coming
to Indiana we should tell them
what we have available in Terre
Haute, and to get there sooner
rather than later.
Heaton also said family values is
a big part of his campaign as well
as his personal life.
“I would say I am a conservative,” he said. “I am pro-life and
I am for traditional marriages,”
Heaton added.
Right to Life is currently endorsing Heaton’s campaign. Indiana
Family Institute has also been
heavily involved in his campaign.
“The main theme of my campaign is ‘Bob’s For Jobs’,” Heaton
said. Creating jobs is the main focus of my campaign. You have go
to work for the people as well as
with the people.”

http://flickr.com

Bob Heaton, 1980 ISU alumni,
goes up for a goal in a ‘79 season
game. Heaton now is in the running for the Indiana House for
Representatives in District 43,
relating to Terre Haute and the
surroundeing area. The ‘79 ISU
basketball team was the NCAA
runner-up.
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Mass Effect 2: affecting more masses than ever before
Benny Waters
Guest Writer
When the Rose-Hulman administration is determining the
reasons behind my declining
GPA, they will inevitably make
a footnote on January 26, 2010,
the day Mass Effect 2 was released to the public.
Developer BioWare has long
been known for their incredibly
epic stories, which continuously
require the player to make difficult moral decisions in-game
that have an effect on the surrounding world. In Mass Effect
2, they have taken these moral
decisions to a whole new level by
not only increasing the frequency of these good versus evil decisions, but also by implementing
a feature that allows the player
to occasionally interrupt a scene
or conversation with an action
that reflects upon their alignment. These decisions range
from simply stopping a teammate from killing someone in
cold blood to much more sinister
acts, like blowing up a fuel line
while the enemy is delivering a
villainous monologue.
The decisions that I made during my stay in the Mass Effect
universe would have been moot,
however, if there weren’t a cast
of realistic, believable characters. While assembling my team

in ME2, I frequently found myself wanting to really connect
with these people (and aliens)
rather than just use them to
save the universe. Each character has his or her own unique
conflicts that he or she is dealing with, and won’t overcome
without the help of the player,
Commander Shepard. By setting aside the main quest and
helping your teammates, you
also gain their loyalty, which
increases their combat capabilities and helps you unlock more
powers and abilities for your
character.
So you have your great story
and your well-written characters, but what good is this
without fun gameplay? Story
aside, this is where the game
truly shines. BioWare has improved upon nearly every aspect of the gameplay from the
first game. It’s as if they took
every aspect of the original
that was even remotely problematic and scrapped it. Gone
are the frustrating driving missions, uninspired hacking, and
often slow combat. Each of the
battles in Mass Effect 2 is more
fast-paced, keeping the player
engaged and fighting, whether
you play a gun-toting weapons specialist who stays on the
frontline, or, like my character,
an engineer, who stands behind

http://masseffect.bioware.com

Commander Shepard, the player-controlled character in Mass Effect 2, shows off some equipment
cover and sets frog-people on
fire with his mind.
Speaking of pyrokinesis, did I
mention that on top of all this,
the game is incredibly well-detailed? The beauties are beautiful and the burning frog-men
are, well, burning frog-men.
While the graphics are amazing,
it’s a little awkward when your
roommate walks in right as you

enter the alien strip club. It’s not
what it looks like! I had an, um…
important mission there.
All in all, BioWare has created
a great game in Mass Effect 2.
The only downside is the tedious
scanning for minerals at each
planet, but since that’s a nonessential activity, it’s easy to skip
and get back to the people-burning. It’s not often that a January

release title can be hailed as best
game of the year, but I honestly
don’t know how someone is going to top BioWare anytime
soon. That is, until they come
out with Mass Effect 3.
Reviewer rating: 5 elephants

Drew Barrymore makes succesful debut as director with “Whip it”
Eli Baca

of girl power and growing up in
the small town Bodeen, TX. Ellen Page (“Juno”) stars as Bliss,
Drew Barrymore’s directorial an alternative rocker in pagdebut has been long awaited, eant gowns who works at a BBQ
especially since she’s been in diner with her BFF Pash, played
the biz since age five, and she by Alia Shawkat (“Arrested Dedidn’t disappoint with this tale velopment”). “Whip It” follows
Bliss as she joins
a roller derby and
tries to find herself
in this coming-ofage tale that rocks
out with humor for
all ages.
The cast also
features Drew Barrymore, Eve (musician), Kristen Wiig
(”Saturday Night
Live”), and Zoe Bell
(stunt double for
Xena) as members
of the derby team,
the Hurl Scouts;
Juliette
Lewis
(“Cape Fear”) as
http://www.imdb.com
the “villain” of
Staff Writer

roller derby; Marcia Gay Harden (“Mystic River”) and Daniel
Stern (“Home Alone” I and II)
as Bliss’ parents; and Jimmy
Fallon as the derby announcer.
Landon Pigg (musician) rounds
out the cast as the love interest
for Bliss. His music can be found
on “Grey’s Anatomy” and “One
Tree Hill.”
“Whip It” was well received
by critics and managed to make
$13,043,363 at North American
box offices, $2 million shy of
its $15 million budget. Shauna
Cross wrote the screenplay,
which was based on her 2007
novel “Derby Girl.” The writing
flows very well for the movie and
wraps up the story smoothly,
rarely giving filler lines or unneeded scenes. Each scene fits
well in the movie, and even
though the movie starts slow, it
picks up and maintains a steady
pace throughout the rest of the
film.
Barrymore does a fine job as

director, giving the movie stability and letting the actors give
life to their characters. She’s
still new to the director’s chair,
but manages to create
great roller
derby scenes
and doesn’t
go over the
top. She creates a solid
movie
and
gets Cross’s
story across
in a way that
doesn’t take
away
from
the lovable, classic tale.
The acting was good all
around, and while Barrymore
was hilarious as Smashley Simpson, Page did a outstanding job
as Bliss, or “Babe Ruthless” as
she becomes in the derby world.
Gone was the over-acclaimed
and over-acted work from Juno;
instead Page delivered a great

“

performance as a shy girl turned
derby queen. Each character was
brought to life, and audience
members were able to really get
into the story
without becoming
fanatics
about it.
“Whip
It”
is a generally
good time and
a great film for
movie
night,
combining family and friends
with the ruthlessness
that
is roller derby.
It’s sure to make you laugh and
it might even convince you to go
buy a pair of skates and join your
nearest derby team.

“Whip it” is a generally good time,
and a great film
for movie night

”

Reviewer rating: 4 elephants

2405 Poplar Street
812-232-3423
OPEN FOR LUNCH
Hey! Rose Hulman students, we know you are smart!
Large 1
topping
pizza
$6.99
Do the
math.
ea.
Our pizza is better!
ONLY $5.99 ea. if you order 2 or
Our deal
is better!
more

Large 1 topping pizza $6.99 ea.
ONLY $5.99 ea. when you order 2 or more
Super Sunday Only Special
Large 1 topping pizza $5.00 ea. when you
order 2 or more.
(Rose Hulman Campus Delivery Only)

Music:

Games:

Rob Zombie
Hellbilly Deluxe II

Star Trek Online
(PC)

Lil Wayne
Rebirth

Dante’s Inferno
(Xbox 360, PS3, PC)

Animal Collective
Campfire Songs

BioShock 2
(Xbox 360, PS3, PC)
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Getting a dose of human interaction
Kurtis Zimmerman
Webmaster
2009: The year when social
networking peaked.
Twitter,
Facebook, and several other
websites created to help people
connect saw some of their greatest surges in
membership
last year. With
the population
of
Facebook
far
surpassing that of the
United States,
it’s easy to fall
into the trap of
entertainment,
and a few minutes of poking
and
chatting
can turn into a lonely Friday
night. Instead of stalking people
through the evening or finding
the next big viral video, try a
dose of authentic human interaction to distract yourself from
homework and projects for a
while.
When homework is finished
(or you’ve simply tired of trying), it’s easy to get sucked into
the excitement of creating your
own farm or managing a colorful aquarium, but a few minutes
can turn into a few hours, a few
sheep into a hoard of barnyard
friends, and everyone knows
Old MacDonald died a lonely
old man. However, gathering up
some friends for a night of card
or board games is an entertaining, safe way to enjoy yourself

“

and stay connected. Sure, there
is probably an “app” for the
most popular games known to
man, but winning against some
computer player is much less
rewarding than sending your
friends to Monopoly jail.
So you aren’t a fan of board
games
or
card games?
Maybe movies and music are more
your style.
Luckily,
there are a
few decent
theaters in
town, and
the
great
thing about
a movie is
that whether you are wrapped
up in a fantastic production or
in stitches over a horrible failure, most movies are, at the very
least, good conversation starters. Otherwise, while it isn’t
concert season just yet, from
time to time on-campus concerts
are put together, and a common
interest in music is a great bonding point for you and a close (or
not-so-close) friend.
But if these means of entertainment fail to suit your fancy,
I would venture to guess that
you are either a Death Eater or
a sports fan (though some might
argue that those are synonymous). Whatever your opinion
of sports, heading out to the SRC
for a basketball game or a meet
down at the pool is one way of

Everyone
knows
Old
MacDonald
died a lonely
old man.

”

Tim Ekl / Rose Thorn

Spending time on Facebook plowing someone else’s fields on Farm Town or cleaning their restaurant in
Restaurant City does not count as human interaction.
distracting yourself from homework on a Saturday afternoon
and spending some time with
friends. Plus, supporting RoseHulman’s athletes in their athletic endeavors is a fun way of
showing your school spirit.
Then there are those days
when the couch is just too appealing. Bleachers are uncomfortable, so staying in and crashing on the couch sounds like a
better idea. Instead of just lazing around flipping through your
thousands of satellite channels,
try out a home version of one of

the ideas above. In case you are
still decades behind the times, it
is possible to rent movies (they
will even bring them straight
to your mailbox now). Invite a
few friends over and make a giant bowl of popcorn, and it will
feel like a fancy cinema in minutes. Otherwise, try checking
out one of the big games from
your room or apartment. College basketball is in full swing
and, of course, the Super Bowl is
coming up next weekend. Throw
a bash, and have your attendees
supply the food so you aren’t

stuck with all the chores.
With tasks lined up on your
to-do list and thousands of entertainment options just a few
clicks away, it has become far
too easy to waste away a weekend stumbling or virtually shooting someone halfway across the
globe. While social networking
websites are fantastic means of
staying connected with people
you cannot see often, there are
dozens of great ways to stay
connected with people who live
just down the hall or a few paces
across campus.

Giving back: a community service love story
Melissa Schwenk
Living Editor
Winter and its bipolar weather
can bring even the happiest person’s mood down a notch. For
this reason, it’s extra important
to get out and socialize. What
better way to do that than to
support a community service
event? Although they are held
all year round, in the winter it
can seem like there is one every
other week. It’s easy to get tired
of donating five dollars here and
there, but the benefits make up
for the sacrifice.
I grew up in a household
where giving back was a part of
life. Whether it was at a church
event or with the Girl Scouts, I
was always told that giving was
better than receiving, and, for
the most part, this is true. When
you are able to meet the people
you are helping, even if only for
a few minutes, you can see what
a difference your sacrifice has
made. This is something that
makes the Relay for Life a great
success across the country every
year. Walking with survivors or
people who have lost loved ones
instills a sense of unity and a

common goal in those participating in the event. The same
holds for Up ‘Til Dawn; having
children from the hospital speak
during the event gives each stu-

dent something real and personal to write for.
If you’re more into physical labor, why not volunteer at one of
the city parks or get a group to-

gether for TREES? Nothing says
hard work like an aching back to
remind you that you helped the
community you live in. If working in nature isn’t your thing,
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Students participate in community service events throughout the year, both on campus and in the Terre
Haute area. From giving blood to planting trees, giving back to the community is always rewarding.

volunteer for Habitat for Humanity. Rose-Hulman has its
own Habitat group that goes into
the community to make sure that
families have housing. Plus, it’s
not often that people hand you
tools and you create something
as grand as a house.
As much as I enjoy planting
and getting dirty, sometimes I
want a little benefit for my sacrifice. Many of the Greek organizations have just the thing.
Whether you like trivia or pageants, feats of strength or pie
tosses, you will find at least one
thing you can support throughout the year. Other groups on
campus raise money by partnering with local restaurants.
For the price of a meal, you can
support the philanthropy of the
week.
While it can be hard to justify
putting off your homework to
help with a community service
project, think of it as a study
break that keeps giving. While
helping someone might not be
as addicting as that newest Flash
game, in a few years you’ll certainly remember those experiences more than what rank you
reached on first—person Tetris.

Eighth week weekend activities from the staff
Pulling an all-nighter to get the work done that I didn’t do during the week.
			
-Andrew Klusman, Co-Editor-in-Chief
Going to U of I for a friend’s birthday party that is, regrettably, Jersey Shore-themed.
			
-Tim Ekl, Photo Editor
Going to a comedy club in Indianapolis. I don’t know who I’m going to see, but it has
to be better than Rose.
			
-Scott Gallmeier, Co-Editor-in-Chief

Watching my brain leak out my ear. Thanks, Rose-Hulman!
			
-Clint Thompson, Co-Copy Editor
Getting my voice back. I don’t want to sound like James Earl Jones making love to an
elephant seal for the rest of my life. [Ed. Note: Noël is so sick she sounds like a seal.]
			
-Noël Spurgeon, News Editor
Sleeping. Maybe.
			

-Carly Baehr, Co-Copy Editor
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Staff view: Democrats should
show support for their party

[Ed. note: This week the
Thorn is introducing a regular
staff editorial column. This column represents the opinion of
a majority of Thorn staff members.]
Ask any two people about the
health care overhaul and you’re
almost guaranteed to get two different answers. The bill winding
its way through Congress is controversial, divisive, far-reaching,
and commonly misunderstood –
it’s today’s big issue, and politicians have spent months or years
working on it, in some form or
another.
So you’d think, after such
concerted effort, that those very
same politicians would be able to
find a way to get that bill passed
without much trouble. Instead,
the biggest news over the past
couple months dealt very little
with the contents of the proposed overhaul, and instead focused on individuals and groups
opposing the bill, for one reason
or another.
Perhaps the worst example of
this were members within the
Democratic party itself – the
same party that is trying so hard,
from the White House, to get
this bill passed is the one having the most trouble keeping
its members in line. For getting
the bill passed in the Senate, the
last holdout was not a staunch
Republican, nor some loosecannon independent: it was Ben
Nelson, the Democratic senior
senator from Nebraska.
Why was Nelson holding out
against the bill for so long? He
wanted certain language changes
made to a section covering abortion funding. Nelson also negotiated a special Medicaid funding

situation for his home state (a
move being decried by politicians from both parties as “buying his vote”).
No doubt the changes Nelson
made to the bill were important,
and that he believed strongly in
the principles he was standing
up for. But was it really necessary to potentially derail the
most sweeping set of changes to
American health care to appear
before Congress in decades, proposed by his own party, to make
those changes?
Nelson and Democrats like
him – the Blue Dogs in the
House of Representatives, Mary
Landrieu and Blanche Lincoln
in the Senate – are perfect examples of the problems facing
Washington D.C. today. These
types of politicians, who are
more concerned with their own
personal contributions and earmarks in proposed legislation,
aren’t truly contributing to Congressional efforts to strengthen
America as a nation.
Instead, these people are providing examples of the types of
political infighting and stonewalling that Obama promised to
focus on eliminating. Nelson –
who was willing to break with his
party for a couple changes to a
2,000-page bill and was ranked
by a National Journal vote rating as more conservative than
five Republicans in the Senate
– is actively detracting from his
party and the political process.
Should all the Senate Democrats have blindly and immediately voted for health care reform as proposed by Obama? Of
course not. The democratic process and our legislative system
exist for a reason. But there’s a
time and a place for dissent, dis-

Concurring: 15
Dissenting: 0
Abstentions: 2
agreement, and revisions to a
bill, and it’s not the weekend before a vote in front of hundreds
of members of the press.
Nelson and his fellow holdouts need to start finding ways
to resolve differences with head
legislators and the White House
in a more amicable setting, well
ahead of time. He wants abortion
funding language changed? Fine.
Let him propose an amendment
to the original bill, or make an
issue of it during debate on the
Senate floor. Let’s not turn the
legislative process into a freefor-all that drags out for months.
Remember Obama’s original
timeline for the bill’s passage?
He wanted to sign the overhaul
into law by October. In late December, most Democrats were
wondering whether they’d even
have something out of the Senate by New Year’s, and that bill
still has to go through reconciliation – a hairy and unpredictable
process – before it can ever see
Obama’s desk.
The process of making a law
requires a huge amount of time
for bills to be in debate, in committee, amended, revised, and
updated. Let’s start making use
of those opportunities, rather
than making the production of
laws a public spectacle with its
own mini-celebrities like Ben
Nelson. Regardless of whether
the health care overhaul is destined to fail or succeed, we can
at least conduct the process like
civilized people.

Spike vs. Angel: the better vampire
Eli Baca
Staff Writer
Before all the teeny-boppers
gushed over sparkly vampires and
non-werewolves, real vampire
fans were (and still are) taking
sides on a much greater subject:
who’s better? Angel, the tall, dark,
and broody love of Buffy’s life or
Spike, the bloody awful poet and
wussy.
Yes. Wussy. If I was comparing Angel to Spike circa “Buffy
the Vampire Slayer” (BtVS) Season Two, then it might be a closer
match as Spike was initially completely awesome and Angel was
just Angel, but then Angelus returned and Spike became a lovesick little traitor, so no, Spike, you
suck. I’m all for the Angel/Angelus-David Boreanaz delight.
Angel is not only better looking (sorry, James Marsters) but
he’s also better for Buffy (read: the
only person she’s ever truly loved
or will love). Angel has the spiked
up hair that Spike tried in Seasons
Five/Six/Seven in different spots,
and did it work for him? No, not at
all. Angel managed to get his own
show, and yes, that was mainly
due to Mr. Boreanaz being an awesome actor, but still, if people had
wanted a Spike show, there would
have been one, for real. The only
time Spike is a decent character is
when he’s full of himself and fighting for no reason. He was great in
BtVS Season Two and “Angel the

Series” (AtS) Season Five (mostly)
because he wasn’t all lovey-dovey
and “trying to be better,” he was
just trying to piss people off, and
he did a fine job. Angel may be criticized for being all “woe is me” and
guilt-ridden, but that’s because he
actually has an alter ego capable of
horrible things. Angel is the good
guy that we should all root for.
He’s trying to redeem himself for
all the pain he and his demon have
caused, and he doesn’t try to be
something he’s not. Also, he can’t
be the one person he wants to be
with, and that just sucks for him.
Pity points for him.
Angelus is the best villain from
Buffy because they are connected in ways that Spuffy fans only
write about. Spike gets himself
“en-souled” to be worthy of Buffy,
but all that does is cause him to
go a little nuts for what, Three
months? And then become a toy
for the big bad of Season Seven.
Really, dude? Yeah, that soul did
wonders for you. You should be
de-fanged for being a little wuss.
Spike “fought” for his soul, big
whoop. Angel was cursed with his
soul, cursed because Angelus is
The Scourge of Europe: he is sin
incarnate and he looks pretty fine
in leather pants. Angelus is such
a bad person that the only way to
stop him was to hope putting his
soul back in him would change
him, and lucky for the Earth, it
did.
And if you’re wanting even more

proof that The Poof is better than
Captain Peroxide, look no further
than *spoiler alert* BtVS Season
Eight (comic book). The upcoming arc that reveals Season Eight’s
big bad “Twilight” (no, Stephenie
Meyer, not your cradle-robbing
book) was spoiled on the internet a couple weeks ago to crazy
fans, awakening the Buffy-Angel
lovers of the world. Yes! Angel is
back in Buffy’s world. And he’s the
bad guy! Ha! Take that, Billy Idol!
Nothing is out yet as to what’s going to happen, but the covers say
it all: Angel is better. Spike is a
good character and fans like him,
but Angel is the ultimate vamp in
Buffy’s world.
Also, for those Spuffy fans
who never watched “Angel” (you
should be ashamed), Season One
featured an episode of epic proportions that will hopefully one
day be talked about on screen (or
on page, now)—“I Will Remember You,” the episode that sets the
standard for how far a person has
to go to really love Buffy. Spike’s
got nothing on the salty goodness
that is Angel. Angel is the best. Period.

http://fitnessnyc.files.wordpress.com/
In the interests of economy, engineers in China have ignored their obligations to those who depend on the structures they design.

An engineer’s
unspoken oath

Ethan Kelly

Guest Writer
China has made great strides
on the world stage, and throughout recent memory has vied to
become a world power. With
massive economic growth, unparalleled infrastructure construction, and showy displays of
power and pride, as seen in the
build-up to the Olympics, the
Chinese are well on their way to
achieving their goal.
Yet the foundation they’ve
built for themselves may not be
as strong as they think. On May
12, 2008 the foundation crumbled, bringing the roof down on
5,000 school children. This is no
metaphor. On that day an earthquake rocked Sichuan province.
Hundreds of newly constructed
schools collapsed. These schools,
now dubbed “tofu schools” for
their fragility, were full of children; more importantly, they
were full of only children, in
keeping with China’s one child
policy. It was the death of a generation. Civil engineers in China
have stated that the buildings
should not have failed that rapidly or at all, if they were built
to code. Unfortunately, “code” is
the issue.
In January 2009, a 38-meter
section of overpass that was currently under construction in Kunming failed and fell 7.5 meters to
the ground. A number of workers
used the phrase “cheating on labor and materials” to describe the
cause of failure. To break even on
the project, contractors, who were
contractors of contractors, had
indeed cheated on labor and cut
down on steel reinforcement, explaining that they were making it
more “efficient.”
Recently in Shanghai, the cement façade on the piers of a
recently renovated bridge had
formed cracks. As the outer layer
of cement fell away, it was revealed that beneath the façade,

Have opinions?

Send them to

opinions@rose-hulman.edu

the piers had been packed with
foam and landfill waste. The head
contractor said that the fallen
boards and holes were irrelevant
as the piers were just decorative
features. And this by far was not
the first incident of shoddy construction the people of Shanghai
have lived through, by far.
Doctors promise to obey an
oath: “First do no harm.” They
deal with one patient at a time
and attempt at least to make
situations no worse. As engineers, what we do affects hundreds, thousands, or more. Those
crowds trust us every day without a second thought. If we fail,
all those who put their faith in us
could die. In sheer numbers, our
responsibilities outstrip physicians exponentially. We have a
duty to not let down those who
depend on us. Those others who
create what we design, the contractors, must live by the same
oath.
With this new attempt at a
great leap forward, China’s money is spread thin for these projects, in particular on the level of
local government. Cheating on
materials is lucrative not only
for the officials, but for the contractors as well. With that much
money, it becomes “No one will
notice if I pocket this little bit and
remove that beam” and “It won’t
matter if we use half as much rebar, we have other assigned projects and not much money.”
Such thoughts cannot be
viewed as anything less than
malicious, from contractors to
officials to engineers. This is not
the making of an innocent but
sorrowful mistake; this is the
making of a decision which endangers the lives of everyone who
enters that building or crosses
that bridge or who, in good faith,
sends their child to school for the
day. Cutting corners for money
or laziness is simply and completely unacceptable.
A tight budget means that you
might have to get innovative;
it might mean scaling back the
project or taking a loss. It means
never doing anything less than
our best, for we are engineers.
We have built the world around
people; all the school children
and families count on us, and on
our creations.
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Michael Gerdov provisionally qualifies for nationals
as swimming and diving teams top Franklin
Friday, February 5, 2010

Rose-Hulman News
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology junior diver Michael Gerdov provisionally
qualified for both the one-meter
and three-meter diving events
at the upcoming NCAA Division
III Championships to lead the
swimming and diving win over
Franklin on Saturday.
Gerdov recorded six-dive totals of 287.55 in the one-meter
event and 298.1 in the threemeters to provisionally qualify
for the nationals for the second
straight year. In addition, his
efforts broke both Rose-Hulman and Sports and Recreation
Center records.
In the swimming events,
Rose-Hulman’s men combined
for nine event wins to claim a
149-55 victory against the Grizzlies. The women relied on nine

wins to earn the 116-63 victory.
On the men’s side, freshman Jacob Sheets claimed
the 1,000-freestyle in a time
of 10:36.59, and senior Brian
Yount captured top honors in
the 500-freestyle in a time of
5:06.39 to lead the distance
events.
Intermediate event winners
for Rose-Hulman included
sophomore Greg Laudick
with a time of 1:56.96 in the
200-freestyle; and freshman
John Huster won the 200-individual medley in a time of
2:05.64.
Sprint event winners for
the Engineers included senior
Landry Carbo in the 100-butterfly in a time of 56.98; Huster in the 100-backstroke in
a time of 54.80 seconds; and
senior Clayton Shotwell in the
100-breaststroke in a time of

1:04.85.
The Engineers also swept
top times in each relay event.
The team of sophomore Ben
Sollman, Shotwell, Huster and
freshman Josh Dugan claimed
the 200-medley relay in a time
of 1:42.19. The tandem of Sollman, Laudick, freshman Max
Foltz and freshman Alex Krull
capped the meet with a time
of 1:35.51 in the 200-freestyle
relay.
On the women’s side, freshman diver Nicole Richardson
capped the day’s sweep of diving events with scores of 171.65
in the three-meter event and
160.65 in the one-meter event.
Junior Katie Trella swept the
distance events with time of
11:36.95 in the 1,000-freestyle
and 5:36.42 in the 500-freestyle. Freshman Shannon Cunnien also claimed two victories

St. Mary-of-the-Woods
reclaims Clabber Girl
Trophy with 78-71 victory
Rose-Hulman News
St. Mary-of-the-Woods College
reclaimed the Clabber Girl Trophy for the first time since 2003
with a hard fought 78-71 women’s basketball victory over RoseHulman on Wednesday night.
The Pomeroys shot 49% from
the field and hit 23-29 free
throws to hold off Rose-Hulman’s top shooting performance
of the year at 51% from the field.
Sophomore Alisa Dickerson
paced the Engineers with careerhighs of 26 points and eight assists, along with 11 rebounds.
Other career-high performances for Rose-Hulman included freshman Erin Davey with 19 points and seven
rebounds; senior Julie Hart with
four assists; and junior Nicole
Klass with five assists along with
five points.
Junior Donna Marsh contributed 18 points, 13 rebounds and
three blocked shots to the effort.
Brittany Shaner led the St.
Mary-of-the-Woods with 24
points on 8-12 from the field
with five steals. Adrianne Blickenstaff pitched in with 15 points
on 9-9 from the free throw line.
Other Pomeroys in double figures included Brooke Brown
with 11 points and Whitney Allen with 10.
Rose-Hulman led 26-20 at the

6:44 mark of the first half on two
free throws from Dickerson, a layup by Davey and a score from
Dickerson.
St. Mary-of-theWoods marched back methodically to take a 40-37 lead into the
break on a score from Chelsea
Barron.
The Pomeroys built the lead
to six points twice in the second
half, before a three-point play by
Klass and a layup from Marsh
brought Rose-Hulman within
48-47 at the 16:31 mark. St.
Mary-of-the-Woods moved the
lead back to eight points at 6658 with 8:41 left, before a threepointer by Davey and a score by
Dickerson made the score 66-64
with 7:00 remaining.
The Pomeroys edge again
reached five at 73-68 with 1:44
left, but Dickerson answered
with a three-pointer to close
Rose-Hulman within 73-71 at
the 1:20 mark. Two free throws
by Shaner and Brown, along
with one free throw by Tracy,
and three defensive stops by St.
Mary-of-the-Woods proved to be
the difference down the stretch.
St. Mary-of-the-Woods improved to 8-12 on the season,
while Rose-Hulman dropped to
2-18. The Engineers host Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference in-state rival Manchester
College on Saturday at Hulbert
Arena.

with efforts in the 100-butterfly
(1:08.31) and the 200-individual medley (2:26.14).
Freshman Carley Shumate
rounded out the individual
wins with a time of 2:11.86 in
the 200-freestyle.
The Engineer relay teams
also captured top times in each
event. The 200-medley relay
team of Shumate, Cunnien, junior Heather Wiest and junior
Caitlin Kohli won in a time of
2:05.69. The team of Cunnien, Trella, senior Deb Aleksa
and senior Stephanie Hance
added a time of 1:53.21 in the
200-freestyle relay.
Prior to the meet, seven team
members were honored for
completing their Rose-Hulman
careers. Honorees included
Aleksa, Carbo, Hance, Kohli,
Mark Parzych, Shotwell and
Yount.
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Michael Gerdov, a senior electrical engineering major, provisionally qualified for the NCAA
Nationals with his effort versus Franklin.

Engineer Scoreboard
Swimming and Diving
January 30
Rose-Hulman				
vs. Franklin				

Track and Field

Rifle Team

January 30
Rose-Hulman		
Men 4th
Engineer Invitational Women 5th

Men’s Basketball
6-14 (2-9 HCAC)
January 30
Rose-Hulman
at Transylvania		

Men 1st
Women 1st

49
60

January 30
Rose-Hulman		
at UT Martin

4453

Women’s Basketball
2-18 (2-9 HCAC)
February 3
Rose-Hulman		
vs. St. Mary of the Woods

71
78

Do you like sports? Are you addicted
to ESPN?
The Thorn Sports page is looking for
writers on sports topics, ranging from
Rose-Hulman teams to the pro’s!
E-mail
thorn-sports@rose-hulman.edu
if interested!
Matt Vargo/ Rose Thorn
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Wacky prof quotes

Will They Do A Naked Run?

“Being illegal, it’s optional... I
can’t put it on the syllabus.”
— Dr. Inlow, who is giving
Rose students a real education.

Chance They Will Actually Do One

10
9
Girls

8

“I just want to see how good
people are with their
hands.”
— Dr. Mr. DeVasher, who
likes to be quite personal
with his students.

Boys
Freshmen Boys

7

Swim Team
Inter-varsity

6

“I’m just kidding, I made that
up.”
—Dr. Bunch, who clearly
knows how I do math.

5
4

“It’s like having your inlaws at
Thanksgiving: you can take
2 hours, but not 4 or 8.”
—Dr. Nolte, who has been
to my family reunions.

3
2
1
0
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

How Much You Want Them To Do One
Noël Spurgeon - Always up for a naked run

This day...

Top
Ten
Awkward things I’ve done this

1576:

Melissa Schwenk

Henry of Navarre
converts to Roman
Catholicism in order to ensure his
right to the throne
of France. Just
goes to show that
the French will
stop at nothing to
eat cake all day,
every day.

week

The Queen of Awkward
10) Accidentally walked into the CS lounge. Proceeded to make CS
jokes. Was asked if I was looking for the biomedical engineering
department.
9) Yelled “That’s what she said!” during Meatballs. On something Dr.
Van Schoiack said. To which she replied, “You know it!”
8) Crawled under the table at Steak ‘n’ Shake. Refused to come out to
pay my bill.
7) Kept my knee pads on after Volleyball for “other purposes.” Scrubbing floors is hard on my knees.

...in history

Rose student overdoses
on sleep

Noël Spurgeon
Knows the value of
caffeine

This past Monday, a student was
rushed to the emergency room after
overdosing on sleep. Once limited
to state schools, this dangerous
caffeine substitute is making its way
through Rose’s campus. Despite
the warnings, sleep is spreading like
wildfire, and students have even
been seen partaking in public.
“They don’t even try to hide it
anymore,” said one professor, who
wished to remain unnamed. “They
do it in the Union, in the Commons... I even caught some of my
students sleeping in class! Out in
the open! In my day, we at least
had the common decency to keep
our vices to ourselves.”
The sudden spread of sleep is
not only cause for concern among
professors, but it is a danger to the
health of students. According to
Health Services, sleep, while beneficial in small amounts, can begin to
replace important nutrients such as
sugar and amphetamines. The more
a person sleeps, the less the body
craves these valuable nutrients. If a
person is able to sleep uninterrupted
long enough, they may stop desiring
these things altogether, leading to a

dangerous nutritional imbalance.
So how can you help stop the
spread of sleep? Health Services
has graciously provided this list
of common signs of sleep usage to
watch for.

•Unreasonable amounts of
energy: If the bags have disappeared
from under your roommate’s eyes
and they’re doing backflips without
a Monster in hand, they may be
sleeping more than they should.
•Eschewing caffeine: Sleepers
will often stop consuming this lifegiving nectar. If your friends have
suddenly stopped frequenting the
java cart, they could be a sleeper.
•Lethargy at night: In fact,
sleepers will often remain in the
same position for hours, mumbling
and twitching instead of doing productive work.
•Hallucinations: Called ‘dreams’
by sleepers, these vivid imaginings occur during sleep, and often
involve unrealistic and fantastical
plotlines, such as being in a class
full of Jessica Alba clones, or getting an A.
Keep an eye on your friends and
roommates, and report any sustained sleep usage to the appropriate
authorities immediately.

6) Wore a pregnancy belly. For the play, in my apartment, and in public.
5) Explained to the Thorn Staff why I own handcuffs. Then explained
to a “friend” why I own handcuffs.
4) Made awkward sounds at random intervals. Often accompanied
with hand gestures.
3) Said, “Why go to Cirilla’s when you can come to my apartment?”
Obviously implying that I own most of the stuff in that store.
2) Made double entendres to a gay guy. Most of them being about us
getting together.
1) Revealed the awkward things I’ve done this week, to people I’ve never met in person.

“I’m trying to hammer in some
key ideas so you don’t booze
them away on the weekends.”
— Dr. Inlow, whose talents
aren’t wasted on these
students.
“It doesn’t fit anymore. Why
doesn’t it fit anymore? It got
bigger.”
— Dr. April Bryan, That’s
what she said! Ay-Oh!
“When they turn up the heat, do
you get larger?”
— Dr. Stienstra, who is looking for someone with the
same problem.
“…If you pull on the rod, it slips
out and your balls go sailing
off into the distance!”
— Dr.Brandt, who has
clearly been hanging out
with Dr. April Bryan.
“Maple thinks there’s two
things there….but a blind
man could see with his stick
there’s only one!...Maple is
stupid.”
— Dr. Graves, who clearly
did not attend the disability
talk.
“There’s nothing like starting
off the weekend by breaking
the law.”
— Dr. Inlow, who definitely isn’t speaking from
personal experience.
Rose professors are known
for saying wacky things,
so write them down and
send them in to thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu

Carly Baehr - Who needs study skills when you can write for the Thorn?

This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I gladly accept responsibility for the potential libel on this page. All unattributed content was written by me, Melissa Schwenk. The awkwardness that appears here does not represent the opinions of the Rose
Thorn, Rose-Hulman, the people who wrote them, or anyone else. This week’s most awkward Thorn office quotes: “He’s a pitcher, you can tell.” “Well, that’s flattering, I guess.” “Some day, we’re going to measure the diameter of your mouth.”

